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“Times Are a Changin’” 

 HARRISBURG, PA, MAR. 3, 2011 – Mass media is changing dramatically due to new 

computer and technology innovations, and graduating students should be prepared for the new 

wave of changes in the career world. 

Roger Fidler, director of technology initiatives for the Donald W. Reynolds Journalism Institute at 

the Missouri School of Journalism, gave an inspiring but warning speech Wednesday to Penn 

State Harrisburg’s 2011 graduating class. 

Fidler became famous for designing a portable flat-panel computer, about the size of an 8- by 

10-inch tablet, on which people may receive their newspapers in the future. His speech to the 

2011 Penn State Harrisburg graduating class focuses on the future and being part of the 

“Innovative Age”. He explains to students that as a student himself, he was warned by the 

infamous Bob Dylan through his lyrics that “times are a changin’”; but he didn’t know just how 

much they were changing - until he entered the work force. 

In just 10 years, Fidler’s work field went from an all-white male staff writing stories on 

typewriters to women and minorities in the office typing on computers. 

He explains to the graduating students that traditional roles are changing and can be expected 

to change even faster in the years ahead. Technology and media are transforming the way 

people connect with each other and making accessibility easier for everything. 

“Career planning based on contemporary paths and expectations is practically useless. In the 

20 years that I was employed by Knight-Ridder, I held nine different positions. What is 

significant is that none of these positions existed or could have been predicted by a career 



counselor when I was a student. In most cases, I have actually created my own job and defined 

the position. This is the future that I believe awaits you,” says Fidler. 

He tells students that they are among the first generation of the post-Industrial Age, resulting in 

the need for students to be aware of the dramatic differences that are about to take place, no 

matter what their career field. 

Fidler wants students to be inspired and believe they can do anything they dream of, and he is a 

fan of believing you can do anything. While at the same time, he wants students to know the 

truth. Speaking from his personal experiences, he explains just as he once woke up and 

realized things changed during his time, they are destined to do the same. Media is changing 

everything. 

He suggests that students go into their career expecting to change their paths many times. He 

says most students will change jobs more frequently than previous journalists, because when 

compared with people in other careers, journalists have always been a somewhat more restless 

and mobile a lot. 

“I am convinced that sometime within the first decade or two of the new millennium, pigmented 

ink and pulp paper will finally begin to give way to digital ink and silicon paper in the form of 

portable information appliances,” says Fidler. 

	  


